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of the first Five Year Plan. The Japanese invasion of
Manchuria changed the situation. Renewed emphasis
was placed on the procurement of raw materials and
the further rapid development of heavy industry until
the threat of war on the Soviet's Far Eastern door-
step has abated. The development of light industry
was made the principal factor of the second Five Year
Plan which went into action on January I, 1933.
The output of heavy industry in Russia today is
more than four and one-half times the 1913 figure.
Under the old regime there were no electrical or ma-
chine building industries in Russia. The Soviet gov-
ernment has built these industries up to a stage where
they now rival those of the most advanced nations.
The Soviet Union now ranks first among the countries
of Europe in iron and steel output. At the zenith of
the first five year plan, in 1932, twenty-four hundred
plants and combinations of plants were in the process
of rehabilitation or construction in the Soviet Union.
In area these plants spread from the Ukraine on Rus-
sia's western boundary, to Sakhalien on her Siberian
frontier, from Pamir on the Indian border, to Mur-
mansk on her northern extreme.
Included in this list of enterprises are giant steel
mills and iron foundries, a chain of hydro-electric
power stations, which gird the country like a ring; a
whole new chemical, fertilizer and cement industry.
New coal mines are under construction in hitherto
dormant coal regions. Vast stretches of untapped oil